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BOARD WORLD MISSIONS ISSUES STATEMENT 
MEMBERSHIP JICU AND JNCC 


The following telegram was received just as we were going to press: 


NASHVILLE — In a unanimous action the Board of World Missions — ap- 
proved the following statement: 


“We recognize the value of the Japanese International Christian University to 
the Christian cause in Japan, and we approve of our missionaries unofficially co- 
operating with the JICU in any way that seems practicable to them. 


“Further, we would favor becoming a member of the JICU Foundation in New 
York when it sees its way clear to put in its’constitution the doctrinal basis of . 
the World Council of Churches, which affirms the acceptance of Jesus Christ. 
as God and Saviour.” The Board in addition approved the cooperation of its 
Japan mission with the Japanese National Council of Churches, on the basis of 
of associate membership. This is the only type of membership open to the mis- 
sionary group in that country, and is a non-voting relationship. 


Both actions came after the Japanese Mission of the Church, reviewing its 
position at the request of the General Assembly and the Board, voted 27-23 in 
favor of membership in the National Council, and 26-25 in favor of the JICU. 


Let Us All Be Much in Prayer for the Meeting of the General Assembly 
The Meeting Will Open on Thursday Evening, May 3lst at 7:30 P.M. 
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A Significant New Venture 


For more than a year plans have been quietly 
under way for what may well prove to be one 
of the most significant ‘developments in Protes- 
tantism in our generation. 


On October 15th a new Christian magazine 
will begin publication. This is to be called 
CHRISTIANITY TODAY. The name itself 
is significant and was chosen because those re- 
sponsible for it are determined to present Chris- 
tianity as a vital force relevant to every indi- 
vidual and society as a whole in the day in 


which we live. 


» 


About fifty Contributing Editors in America 
and abroad have been secured and a like num- 
ber of world correspondents. An amazing re- 


sponse has come from more thafi a thousand 


individuals who were contacted to provide the 
funds necessary in the formative period. This 
response has been equally enthusiastic in Chris- 
tian circles from which articles, editorials and 
sermons will be drawn. 


The format of the magazine is dignified and 
distinctive. It will be published fortnightly an 
the annual subscription rate is $5.00 per yea 
Editorial offices are located in the Washington 
Building, Washington, D. C., and the mag 
zine will be printed by the McCall Corporatio 
at their Dayton, Ohio, plant. 


This Journal is particularly interested in thi 


venture because our own Associate Editor ha 


shared in the ground work necessary in su 

a large task and because he will be Executive 
Editor of the magazine. Due to his health, and 
to make this possible he has been led to re- 
lingquish his large and successful surgical prac- 
tice to devote his full time to work for this 


‘Journal and for Christianity Today. 


Newspapers across the country have recenth 
carried considerable space with referénce to the 
new magazine and T2me has also picked up the 


story. 
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The Editor is Dr. Carl F. H. Henry, formerly 
professor of theology at Northern Baptist Sem- 
inary in Chicago and currently professor of 
Christian Philosophy at Fuller Theological 
Seminary in Pasadena, California. The Asso- 
ciate Editor is Rev. J. Marcellus Kik, Dutch 
Reformed pastor and author of a number of 
books. The Managing Editor is Larry E. Ward, 
formerly Managing Editor of Christian Life 
and recently associated with the Gospel Light 
Press, producers of the literature used in the 
Hollywood Presbyterian Church and many 
other evangelical churches across the nation. 

-—H.B.D. 


The following news release has been received 
from the Washington offices: 


CHRISTIANITY TODAY 


Suite 1014 - Washington Building 
Washington 5, D. C. 
DISTRICT 7-1753 


May 3, 1956 


Formation of a new religious magazine with 
impressive circulation throughout the English- 
speaking world was announced today in Wash- 
ington, D. C. 


To be known as Christianity Today, the new 
publication will be issued bi-weekly, with initial 
distribution scheduled for October 15. 


Editor will be Dr. Carl F. H. Henry of Pasa- 
dena, California, who leaves his post as pro- 
fessor of Christian Philosophy at Fuller Theo- 
logical Seminary to head the editorial staff. 
Associate editor will be the Rev. J. Marcellus 
Kik, well-known Dutch Reformed minister and 
author. Executive editor is Dr. L. Nelson Bell, 
Asheville, North Carolina, surgeon and for many 
years a contributor to church periodicals. Man- 
aging editor is Larry Ward, former managing 
editor of Christian Life magazine. 


Editorial appointments and publication plans 
were announced by Dr. Harold John Ockenga, 
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chairman of the magazine’s board of directors 
and minister of famed Park Street Church in 
Boston. He also disclosed a staff of fifty con- 
tributing editors representing major denomina- 
tions, and the additional names of fifty corre- 
spondents stationed around the world. 


Editorial, circulation and advertising depart- 
ments of Christianity Today will be located on 
the tenth floor of the Washington Building, 
overlooking Pennsylvania Avenue and the White 
House. The magazine will be printed by Mc- 
Call Corporation in Dayton, Ohio, and has con- 
tracted for an initial distribution of 200,000 
copies. 

“Christianity Today will be designed pri- 
marily for the clergy,” stated Editor Henry, 
“but the informed layman will be kept in 
mind.”” ‘The magazine will aim present 
evangelical Christianity ‘“‘competently, attrac- 
tively and effectively,” he added. “It will ad- 
vance the basic truths of Christian faith in a 
positive and constructive way, applying the 
biblical view vigorously to contemporary life.” 


Contributing editors include prominent 
evangelical leaders from Britain and the Con- 
tinent as well as the United States. Among 
them are Professor G. C. Berkouwer, Dutch 
theologian; Dr. Geoffrey W. Bromiley and Pro- 
fessor Norman Hunt of Scotland; Professor F. 
F. Bruce, Dr. W. E. Sangster, and Dr. J. C. 
Pollock of England; Dr. Pierre Marcel of 
France. Americans on the list include Lt. Gen- 
eral William K. Harrison of the Caribbean 
Command, U. S. Armed Forces; Professor W. 
Stanford Reid, McGill University, Montreal; 


Professor Andrew W. Blackwood, Temple Uni- 


versity School of Theology; Dr. Edward L. R. 
Elson, minister of National Presbyterian Church, 
Washington, D. C.; Dr. Billy Graham, Montreat, 
North Carolina; Dr. Robert J. Lamont, First 
Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh; Bishop Arthur 
J. Moore, The Methodist Church, Atlanta; Dean 


Stanley W. Olson, Baylor University College of . 
Medicine, Texas; Professor William Childs Rob- 


inson, Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, 
Georgia; Dr. Samuel M. Shoemaker, rector of 
Cavalry Episcopal Church, Pittsburgh, and 
others. 


Modern in format, and reflecting in title and 
typography the combination of a rich heritage 
and contemporary relevance, Christianity Today 
will normally run forty pages, increasing at 
times to forty-eight. The subscription price will 
be five dollars a year. 


The editors announced the following ob- 
jectives of the new venture: to articulate com- 
petently and fitly the central doctrinal distinc- 
tives of historic Christianity; to animate the 
New Testament sense of the unity of believers 
in Jesus Christ as the only Savior and God, 
by setting forth the Bible doctrine of the 
Church; to proclaim the unity of the revelation 
of.God in nature and Scripture, and hence to 
exhibit the compatibility of true science and | 
revealed religion; to reaffirm and reinterpret 
the basic implications of historic Christianity 
concerning the liberty as well as the value of 
man in the realm of political economy and 
societal relations, thus applying the _ biblical 
revelation vigorously to the contemporary 


social crisis; to stress the enduring spiritual and 


moral qualities contributory to national stabil- 
ity and survival; to exhibit the aggressive world 
impact of Christian missions, evangelism and 
education; and to disclose the doctrinal fallacies 
and weaknesses of the speculative theologies and 


‘philosophies of religion. 


“Reactionary” or Stable 


No one likes to be called reactionary for the 


word is associated with those who are attached 


to the status quo and opposed to progress. 


It is pleasant to be termed liberal and pro- 
gressive, but again such terminology can be mis- 
leading. 


When Christianity is under discussion we all 
will be wise to clearly define our terms and 
consider their implications, for it is perfectly 
possible to advocate changes which have in 
them no elements of progress and it is also 
possible to try to shake foundations which must 


_ remain steady if the efficiency of oe Christian 


witness is to be maintained. 
A Basic Truth 


There is urgent need that the content of the 
Christian message shall not be sacrificed on the 
altar of ecclesiastical expediency. By this we 
mean that at all costs that which constitutes the 
Gospel message shall be maintained and pro- 
claimed. To insist on this vitally important 
consideration is not to be reactionary, it is to 
be stable where stability means everything. 


Strange to say, we have been living in a gen- 
eration where considerations other than the 
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actual content of Christianity have often been 
given the priority. This can only mean that 
there has been a lessening importance attached 
to Christian doctrine and a larger emphasis 
accorded ecclesiastical organization and _pro- 
cedure. 


We are frank to admit that strongly held con- 
victions on matters of minor import have been 
and m be a hindrance to Christian fellowship 
and progress. But a lack of conviction on the 
essential elements of Christianity strike at the 
very heart of an effective witness and add con- 
fusion where clarity is so very important. 


Effect on Preaching 


George W. Cornell, Associated Press writer on 
religion, recently had a column in which he 
quoted a number of well-known churchmen who 
confessed that much of today’s preaching is 
“trivial and trite and feeble.’”” Methodist, Pres- 
byterian and Lutheran leaders were quoted, de- 
ploring the lack of preaching of a vital message 
and characterized by obvious lack of power. 


Where does such preaching come from? From 
a lack of convictions on what constitutes the 
Christian message. ‘That there are signs that 
this is changing is encouraging; that there is a 
need for such a change should be obvious to all. 


A Changed Emphasis 


Unconsciously but irrevocably there has been 
a tendency to change the emphasis from man’s 
need for personal redemption (the very heart 
of the evangel) , to a demand that man reform 
himself and the society of which he is a part. 
Without realizing it we believe many have 
preached a humanistic philosophy which has 
magnified the creature and brought the Creator 
down to man’s level. 


Unregenerate man has looked on this kind 
of religion as hardly worthy of consideration. If 
this concept is true then man is the master of 
his own soul and of his own destiny. But there 
is something which tells him this is a travesty 
on the demands which Christ would make of 
him. 


A Need for Stability 


The Christian faith is a stable faith for it 
is built on that foundation which cannot be 
moved - Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God. 
To maintain that Christian truth has not 
changed through the years is to maintain that 
man’s need has not changed and that God's 
‘remedy also has not changed. If so to maintain 
is “reactionary” then God give us more men of 
that stamp. 


This does not for one minute mean that 
methods and approaches do not change. The 
church or minister who would carry out its 
program with the same methods used even a 
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few decades ago would rightly be called reac- 
tionary. Every new avenue and method of 
preaching the Gospel should be harnessed ‘and 
used. But, the basic message is the same in 
every generation and to all generations. 


isguided Zeal 


In one’s determination to maintain the Gos- 
pel message in its fullness and purity it is not 
only possible but it also unfortunately happens 
that men have and do exercise a misguided 
zeal which is equally harmful. 


Where contending for the faith becomes con- 
tentiousness it makes a travesty of Christianity. 
Where Christian love and fellowship are marred 
by unworthy words and actions there is some- 


thing basically wrong, for the Holy Spirit is 
_ grieved and the body of Christ made to suffer. 


Christian ethics must motivate and control 
every effort to maintain Christian truth. To 
have it otherwise is to do untold harm to the 
very cause one is zealous to promote. 


A Needed Clarification 


Who suffers when Christian truth is neglect- 
ed? Those who need that truth for their eternal 
welfare. Who suffers when misguided zeal leads 
to loveless words and acts? The same needy 
souls outside of Christ, plus the Church, the 
body of Christ. 


For that reason there is great need that all 
who name the name of Christ shall distinguish 
clearly between those things which are an essen- 
tial part of Christianity itself, and those inter- 
pretations on which men of equal piety and 
spiritual perception may differ. 


Also, there is great need that there shall be 
a clear distinction between policies, methods, 
objectives and organizations on the one hand 
and the proclaiming of Christ and Him cruci- 
fied, for it is the Person and Work of Christ 
which alone. give relevance to preaching and 
living. 


A Needed Authority 


Various theories of inspiration have made a 
shambles of biblical interpretation and preach- 
ing. The greatest need in the whole area of 
Christianity today is a return to faith in the 
full integrity and authority of the Scriptures. 
Without such faith preaching lacks something 
vital. Without such faith man’s reason inevit- 
ably takes more or less precedence over divine 
revelation. 


But, where there is a wholesome, yes, even 
child-like acceptance of the divine record, there 
is found a spiritual power and _ effectiveness 
which otherwise is woefully lacking. 
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A Resulting Stability 


A static faith is not man’s need, but a stable 
faith is a faith centered in and loyal to the 
Gospel as revealed in the Scriptures. 


To maintain the basis of Christian truth is 


not reactionary, it is both necessary and wise. 
L.N.B. 


The Situation Facing | 
the Church in Asia 


Director Hermann Witschi gave an informa- 


-. tive account of the situation which the Church 


faces today at the Spring Conference on Mis- 
sions held at the Basler Missionhaus. 


On the political sphere there are now new 
independent states, especially in India and Indo- 
nesia. In the latter the State supports religious 
instruction in the schools. These states are hesi- 
tating between two great pulls: one back to the 
original religious background from which their 
people have come, the other to Communism. 
They wish to be wholly independent of the West. 
There are three Christians out of eight chief 
ministers in the Indonesian cabinet. 


These Asiatic countries are developing in 
industrialization, India with a second five year 
plan. They are waging an effective campaign 
against infant mortality and tuberculosis. Edu- 
cation is being pushed. In government circles - 
Indonesia - corruption is a threat to the life of 
the nation. 


Looking at the religious situation, one finds 
many of the young intellectuals facing a vacuum 
in their lives. In reaction against colonialism, 
the old religions are seeking to become national 
religions. Moreover, there is developing a re- 
ligious syncretism or what is called by states- 
men, the basic religion. Thus “moral rearma- 
ment is given a full welcome, but is understood 
syncretistically, or perverted into that interpre- 
tation.” The idea of the basic religion plays 
an important part in the state supported schools. 


In India the state is opposed to Christian 
Evangelization.. Even at a celebration of the 
great good that had come from Christians Mis- 
sions at Tranqubar, the State spokesman de- 
clared that no more mission conversions were 
wanted. The pressure was so great that on his 
arrival in Madras Billy Graham declared: “I 
come not to convert, but I turn to the Christians 
of the land.” 


It is getting more and more difficult to send 
new missionaries to these countries. 


On the other hand the Christian faith has 
ever progressed under difficulties. There is an 
evangelistic passion that has reached 1600 Mo- 
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hammedans for Christ in the province of a sin- 
gle church in central Java and led to their bap- 
tism. Christians are taking vigorous interest 
in all the concerns of life. The students are 
being confronted with the Gospel. The new 
churches are rejoicing to find in the ecumenical 
movement an opportunity of making their 
voices heard in the world Church. 


The little Church in Kalimantam has grown 
from 15,000 to 30,000 since the beginning of 
World War II. The Basler Mission is working 
in close unity with this young Church, giving 
financial help, sharing in the theological work 
and buildings and women’s work. 


—Translated and summarized by WCR. 


THE CHRISTIAN VIEWPOINT 


Today there is a medical doctor teachifg in 
a great university school of medicine. Back in 
the depression that young man finished high 
school in southeastern North Carolina. He wrote 
for a college catalog in the spring. Nothing else 
was heard from him about attending college. 


One of the faculty members was asked to look 


him up on a trip to Wilmington and find out. 
if he planned to come to college. 


He found the young man working in a little 
crossroads filling station and store, pumping 
gasoline, checking oil, and selling fatback and 
snuff to field hands. “I thought I’d better give 
up the idea of going to college,” he said. “It’s 
depression times. Father doesn’t have much 
money. Many people don’t have a job. I do, and 
I decided I had better keep it.” be 


“Tf I could get you a scholarship of $100.00 
do you think you could make it?” asked the 
faculty member. 


“Yes, I think I could.” 


So he came to Presbyterian Junior College 
and today is teaching medicine to future doc- 
tors. Not long ago, in an emergency, I called 
one of the doctors he has taught. 


Our young people are our greatest national 
wealth. We need to use, and not waste, our na- 
tion’s brain power. The Soviet Union has 
4,300,000 students enrolled in post high school 
courses, while we in the United States this year 
have only 2,533,000 in colleges. (Benton Re- 
ports, p.9) Scholarships which encourage young 
people to use their talents are a good invest- 
ment. 


“Cast thy bread upon the waters, for thou shalt 
find it after many days.” (Ecclesiastes 11:1) 


Department of Bible, Presbyterian Junior 
College, Maxton, N. C. 
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ANGLERS 


( From “New Testament Evangelism” 
by Wade C. Smith) 


Lesson No. 140 ' 


THe METHOD 


“I am astonished to know how easy it is to 
get the people if you really want them. I am 
yet more astonished at the mtraculous way in 
which a single spark of enthusiasm for souls, 
once kindled, is able to pass like a flame through 
a great church, and set it moving in a crusade 
of love, pity and human service.’”—W. J]. Dawson 


Bear in mind these lessons are dealing with 
the subject from the standpoint of the individual 
soul-winner. It is not what the Church ought 
to do nor what the preachers ought to do, but 
“What I cught to do” that is of first importance. 
Let. one first go into executive session with 
the Lord and himself on this proposition, to get 
his bearings. 


Every unsaved person my responsibility. Every 
unredeemed sinner in my community is a liabil- 
ity on my account with God: The only way I 
can clear the account is by an honest effort to 
reach each one of them personally with the mes- 


. sage, or show a valid reason, acceptable in God’s 


sight, why I did not. It is a large task, requir- 
ing time and thought and prayer. 


Even if one had nothing else to do, this task 
would call for some orderly system of procedure. 
A method (or system) is all the more necessary 
for folks who have many demands upon their 
time. Therefore, let each worker organize him- 
self for the most effective soul-winning program. 
He has recognized the Challenge; he has noted 
the Equipment at hand; he believes the Holy 
Spirit has the regenerating power, and that this 
power can be secured through prayer - and he 
has viewed the “Three Essentials’ which he 
may possess. Now it only remains for him to 
proceed - with method. At the same time let 
us not exalt mere method above its appointed 
place. There may be times when the earnest 
soul-winner, impelled by sudden impulse, under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, will do some- 
thing different, quite apart from any method, 
apparently. But God has given us minds for 
planning; and His orderly processes, as well as 
our own experience, encourage us to train our 
efforts in some orderly arrangement. Therefore, 


Method. 


Discovering “Prospects.” A prospect in this 
case is an unsaved soul. Usually, when one first 
faces the challenge of soul-winning, there are 
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one or more . already in mind. Some. 


times the prospect, himself, constitutes the chal- 
lenge. Often the prospects are so close by as 
to be an embarrassment to timid beginners, 
rather than something to be sought. ‘These 
ought to be bravely dealt with, without delay. 
It does not help to be trying to win one over 
there, while dodging one over here. The very 


fact of embarrassment is evidence that faith is 


being tested; and remember, faith is a big factor 
in this engagement. “Beyond the Alps, lies 
Italy.” The Alps must be crossed first. 


However, the soul-winner should have a 
method for discovering prospects. This is a 
much simpler matter than the beginner might 
suppose. Your private list of prospects will in- 
clude, first, all those unsaved persons of your 
acquaintance or within your knowledge. It is 
good to have a written list. Keep it in your 
private note book, or on cards in a place with 
your intimate belongings. You need not label 
it. Then, if misplaced, and picked up by some- 
one else, no harm would’ be done. The list will 
figure in your daily intercession; it will give 
character and purpose to prayer. But that is a 
phase of the subject for treatment at another 
time. We will continue “finding prospects” in 
the next lesson. 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, May 27, Luke 4:16-21. A home-town 
boy who makes good comes back to Nazareth 
to preach. Observe how He had been received 
in other places (vv.14-15). What is the theme 
of His message in vv. 18-21? Is verse 22 a typical 
reaction of home-town folk? What were the 
people of Nazareth looking for Him to do 
(v.23)? Because thev thought they knew Him 
so well, they had little genuine faith in His 
miraculous power (Mark 6:2-3), and Jesus was 
unable to perform any miracles among them 
(Mark 6:5-6). Even Gentiles had more faith 
than they (vv.25-27). What does vv.28-29 reveal 
of their real attitude toward Jesus? Have you 
become so familiar with the great Biblical truths 
that you are no longer appreciative of their 
true greatness and power? 


Monday, May 28, Luke 3:8-14. John the Bap- 
tist used some very strong language in talking 
to the crowds (v.7). The people to whom he 
spoke were overly proud of their religious heri- 
tage (v.8). What did he call upon them to 
do (vv.8a,13,14a)? He threatened judgment if 
they did not repent (v.9), yet notice the re- 
sponse of the people (vv.7a, 10). What was 
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- throne and has His counter-moves. 


their attitude toward John 15)? 
Could this attitude on their part have been a 
temptation to him? How would his usefulness 
to God have been affected if he had yielded to 
this temptation? Are you able to remain humble 
when others look up to you because of the lead- 
ership you are able to give or some other re- 
sponsibility with which God has entrusted you? 


Tuesday, May 29, Luke 5:27-32. Jesus won 
many of His followers simply by a willingness 
to associate with sinners. It was often the shady 
and the disreputable whom He called to Him- 
self (vv.27-32). Notice how complete was Levi’s 
allegiance (v.28). How did Levi express his 
devotion to Christ (v.29a)? Observe who made 
up the company at this feast (v.29). 
had not been willing to associate with Levi, 
would he have had the opportunity to reach 


these others? What was lacking in the lives of - 


the Pharisees that prevented them from being 
able to reach the down-and-out in their com- 
munities (v. 30)? The words of Jesus in vv.31- 
32 are words He would have us bear in mind 
in our Christian service. Is an unwillingness to 
identify yourself with sinners keeping you from 
reaching them for Christ? 


Wednesday, May 30, Luke 6:12-16. As Jesus 
went about teaching and healing, opposition 
began to manifest itself (5:21-6:11). First the 
religious leaders questioned in their hearts 
(5:21-22) ; then they complained to the disciples 
(5:30); and finally they began to challenge 
Christ Himself (5:33;6:2-3), seeking accusation 
against Him (6:7), and plotting to do away 
with Him (6: 11). And so Jesus begins the 
training of the’ twelve before He goes to the 
cross (6:12-16). Even though opposition de- 
velops against the Church, God is still on the 
Observe the 
importance of the choices Christ made in the 
light of the amount of time He spent in prayer 
(v.12). Even the Son of God had to make im- 
portant decisions a matter of serious prayer. 
How much more ought we to pray for wisdom 
and guidance in times of decision. 


Thursday, May 31, Philippians 1:3-11. Paul, 
in a Roman prison (v.13), received a gift from 
the Philippian Christians (14:14-18). Observe 
Paul’s thanksgiving at this manifestation of 
their growing faith (1:3-11); 4:17). What 
words and phrases in today’s passage express the 
deep love Paul has for them? Observe how 
Paul’s love for the Philippians forms the basis 
of his prayer for them (vv.3-4,8-9. Does your 
intercessory prayer for others have behind it 


a genuine love for those for whom you pray? 


What does Paul pray for the lives of the Philip- 
pians (vv.9-11)? How does he know that his 
prayers will be answered (v.6)? Do you have 


If Jesus 


Friday, June 1, James 3:10-18. There were 
evidently those in the churches to which James 
was writing that were primarily interested in | 
getting ahead of everyone else (vv.14,16), lord- 
ing it over others as teachers (v.1). While 
pretending to be authorities on religion, they 
were reviling each other (vv.9-10) and setting 
a very poor Christian example (vv.14-15). Ob- 
serve the power of the tongue (vv.3-5). It can 
do terrible damage to the church if it is not 
controlled (vv.6-10). James presents the need 
for the wisdom that is from above, that is, the 
wisdom that is a fruit of the Spirit (v.17). How 
would the qualities of v.17 meet the need of the 
congregations to which he wrote? What Chris- 
tian qualities would replace the jealousy and 
selfish ambition existing in the lives of these 
Christians (vv.13,18)? Is there anything in 
your conversation resulting from jealousy or 
selfish ambition that hurts the life of your 


‘church? Pray for more of the wisdom of v.17. 


Saturday, June 2, Luke 12:15-34. The main 
point of the passage is found in v.15. How does 


_ Jesus make this point real’in the parable of 


vv.16-21?, Why did God call the man a “fool” 
(v.20)? Are there times when the sin of covet- 
ousness causes you to be a “fool” in this respect? 
What does Jesus say a person should put first 
in his life (vv.31-34)? What advantages does 
heavenly treasure have over earthly treasure 
(vv.20,21,33)? What promises are there in 
vv.22-31 of God’s concern for our physical needs? 
Are the illustrations used in vv.24-29 valid? Has 
God provided for your physical needs? What 
kind of “riches” do you prize the most? 


fou... .” 
By Rev. Albert G. Harris, Jr. 


(Charge given to young minister on the occa- 
sion of his ordination and installation as pastor) . 


Paul spoke in Ephesians 6 of the armor of 
the Christian soldier with which he is able to 
fight the hosts of wickedness. 


I would like to speak of the man of God 
within the armor and of his life with the saints. 
It is necessary to fight militant evil, but our 
daily task is to live with imperfect good. 


However, I would not tell you to do great 
things or to exhibit vast virtues. I would simply 
charge you to pray certain prayers. These 
prayers are. my own and I charge you to share 
in them. 


First, I charge you to pray that God would 


‘ give you strong teeth in order that you may 


this confidence when you pray for others - that ~ 


God will hear your prayers and work in their 
lives? 


MAY 23, 1956 


bite your tongue when you are tempted to 
speak but should remain silent. Preachers talk 
a great deal. Oftentimes they talk so much that 
they do not take time to listen to other people. 
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vessels. 


And it is extremely difficult to talk much with- 
out saying wrong things. 


The Bible lays great emphasis upon the 
tongue. In the third chapter of James the 
tongue is compared to a fire. A small fire, out 
of control can do great damage. So with our 
tongue. “With it we bless the Lord and Father 
and with it we curse men who are made in the 
likeness of God” (James 3:9). 


Bite your tongue when on the tip of it are 


- words which would wound and alienate. We 


must speak the truth but we can always speak 
the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15). 


I charge you also to pray that God will give 
you steady hands to hold the Bread of Life out 
_.to hungry people. Jesus said, “I am the bread 


of life” (John 6:48). It is your highest privilege 


_ to share Him with others. There are many 
people who are spiritually hungry all around 
you. But strangely enough many of them do 
not want to eat. I understand that people can 
be physically undernourished in the midst of 
abundant food. They eat enough but the food 
they eat does not contain sufficient vitamins and 
minerals for their physical needs. So it is with 
many who are spiritually starving. They may 
_ reject the Bread of Life, but it is still your task 
‘to hold Him forth to them. God has chosen 
us as “Ambassadors of Christ, God making His 
appeal through us” (II Corinthians 5:20). On 
_ the one hand, God’s appeal; on the other hand, 
_ frail meni We have this treasure in earthen 
ut let not the vessel fail to contain 
_ the message. Pray God for steady hands to hold 
forth the Bread of Life. 


Third, I charge you to pray for a sensitive 
nose to smell trouble before it becomes tragic. 
The pastor’s task is to care for the flock which 
God has given him. The purpose of God’s grace 
in his own life is that it may be used. Our God 


is the “God of all comfort, who comforts us 


in all our affliction, so that we may be able to 
comfort those who are in any affliction, with 
the comfort with which we ourselves are com- 
forted by God” (II Corinthians 1:3, 4). 


Think particularly of the timeliness of your 
presence. In the New ‘Testament there is a 
word “Kairos” which means “the right time,” 
“the particular moment of need or fulfillment.” 
There are times when you can help others and 
times when you cannot. Pray that you may be 
there at the right time. Opportunities which 
pass sometimes never return. There is no one 
who has not missed such opportunities, but if 
we are alert and ready to go in spite of previous 
plans and in response to present need, we shall 
miss few opportunities to help. 


Finally, I charge you to pray God for stout 
toes which may be stepped on without a squeal 
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of protest. After all, it was Christ who endured 
revilings without reviling back. This quality of 
life is the one quality most insisted upon in 
the New Testament. We pray “Forgive our 
debts,” and we immediately must add, “as we 
forgive our debtors.” Jesus pointed out that 
we are to love our enemies and to expect noth- 
ing in return. This is to be “sons of the Most 
High; for He is kind to the ungrateful and 
selfish’”’ (Luke 6:35). 


The most celebrated word of all is defined by 
such kindly actions. ‘Love does not insist on 
its Own way; it is not irritable or resentful” 
(I Corinthians 13:5). It is easy to identify one’s 
own way with God’s way and refuse to admit 
that it ever could be wrong. Yet this is not 
the manner of love. Irritation and resentment 
are too often twin bdulders in the path of 
progress in the life of churches. Pray that it 


may not be so with your work. 


Pray for strong teeth with which to bite your 
tongue when you should not speak. 


Pray for steady hands to hold forth the Bread 
of Life to men who seem to refuse it. 


Pray for a sensitive nose to smell trouble be- 


fore it becomes tragic. 


Pray for stout toes which may be stepped on 
without a squeal of protest. 


And you will be bound by the golden chain 
of prayer unto the Throne of God and unto 
the hearts of all God’s people who are praying 
with you. You will never be alone. You will 
be with God. And you will share His victory. 
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The question of women’s place in the church 


_ is coming more and more to the fore in many 
denominations. The largest branch of the Pres- 
_ byterian Church in the United States has been 
_ ordaining women as elders for several years 


now, and in a few more months they will be 


_ ordaining women as preachers, as more than 
enough presbyteries have already voted their 


approval and the matter now awaits only the 
formal ratification by the General Assembly, 


which meets in May. In our own church one | 


presbytery overtured the General Assembly of 
1955 “‘to take the proper and necessary steps to 
amend the Book of Church Order to provide 
for the eligibility of women to hold the offices 
of Ruling Elder and Deacon in the congrega- 
tions of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States on a permissive basis.” “The Assembly 
appointed a committee to study the question 
and bring back its report at the 1956 Assembly. 
We Presbyterians are those who believe that 
the Bible is an all-sufficient “rule of faith and 
practice’: what we shall believe and how we 
shall conduct ourselves, both as individuals and 

a church. And our church has never had any 
doubt as to the expressed will of God on this 
matter: it is plain and explicit enough for a 
ten-year-old child to understand: that elders and 
ministers in the church shall be men and men 
only, and so has it ever been expressed in our 
standards. Then how do those who advocate 
the ordaining of women as elders and ministers 
“get around” the express teaching of God’s 


Word? Well, they do it various devious ways: 


1—They say that the injunction was tem- 
porary and given to fit merely local and tem- 
porary conditions. Discussing this matter of 
women preachers with a Presbyterian elder some 
years ago, I reminded him that the Scriptures 
expressly state that women should keep silent 
in the church. He replied that St. Paul was 
speaking only of temporary and local conditions 
in the Church at Corinth. I replied: “Sir, if 
you'll just open your Bible and read you'll find 
that that is the very thing he is not doing, for 
he bases this prohibition on the very constitu- 
tion of man and woman and their respective 
roles in the Temptation and Fall. The Holy 
Spirit, seeing that the time would come when 
men would depart from the faith and bring 
in this heresy, was careful to make this prohibi- 


tion so emphatic, universal and perpetual, that 
no one could ever legitimately claim that He 


was speaking of merely local and temporary 
conditions. 
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profanation of the Lord’s 


silent in the church also, of course, 


_ fore that men pray everywhere . . . 
original Greek the article the is befor 


Wo omens US Place On The Church 


By Rev. A. P. Dickson 


2—Some “get around” this explicit prohibi- 
tion of the ordaining of women as elders and 
preachers by saying that in these passages the 
Bible is not inspired. A few years ago a certain 
minister in my presbytery arose, addressed the 
moderator and said: “I move you, sir, that this 
presbytery overture the General Assembly to 
permit the ordaining of women as elders.” An- 
other minister spoke up and said, “But that 
would be contrary to the teaching of God's 
Word.” The maker of the motion replied: “But 
you know, some of Paul’s writings are not in- 
spired.” But it is noteworthy that the great 
Apostle is careful, in writing on this matter of 
women’s preaching or speaking in the church, 
to claim that what he says is expressly by in- 
spiration (I Cor.14:37). I do not recall that he 
makes that explicit claim anywhere else. 


After forbidding women to exhort, teach, 
preach, or pray in public mixed assemblies, he 
says, “Let all things be done decently and in 
order.” (I Cor.14:40). And evidently it was 
because of signal disorders in the church at 
Corinth that the Apostle writes this directive. 
For the church at Corinth was marked by glar- 
ing disorders in its public worship, such as: 
s Supper, obtrusiveness 


of those who had the gift of “tongues,” too 


-many speakers at the same meeting, confusion 


of more than one speaker trying to speak at 
the same time, and the Gupatstion of women 
to speak in public. 


The Apostle’s injunction for women to keep 
includes 
women’s leading’ in public prayer in mixed as- 
semblies. It would necessarily have to follow, 
from the very language he uses. But it is fur- 
ther enforced in I Timothy 2:8, though in our 
King James Version it is obscured. “I will there- 
men. So, 
what he really says is: “I will therefore that 
the men pray everywhere ... ”; Of course he 
is speaking of public services. Also, the Apostle 
here is not using the generic Greek word, 
anthropos, man, which would mean the race 
of man, both men and women, but the word 
aner, which means man as contrasted with 
woman, as in the expression “man and wife.” 


Now, the Bible does not say that women shall 
not speak, in public, to other women or to 
boys and girls. So, she has about two-thirds 


of the human race to minister to, and that — 


ought to satisfy the ambitions of any woman. 


a 
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Also, she has the privilege of doing personal 
work with individual men. 


All appointments to office, in the Old Testa- 
ment and in the New, were of men only. (Dea- 
conesses or female helpers, or servants, merely 
had the care of the poor and sick among them, 


and never among needy men.) And so, all argu- 


ments based on so-called “Women’s Rights,” 
the changed status of women in 20th Century 
Western civilization, or on woman’s ability, con- 
secration and devotion to the church, fade away 
as,a snowflake on a hot stove when laid along- 
side the blazing light of God’s divine revelation. 
It would seem that after all the sin and suffer- 
ing of our poor, sad humanity since the Garden 
of Eden the world, and certainly the Church 
of Christ, would have learned by now that you 
CAN’T IMPROVE ON GOD. _ Grandmother 
Eve was the first one to try it, and she did not 
exactly make a “howling success” of it. Said 
Satan: “Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat 
of every tree of the garden? Well now, He 
_ didn’t really mean what He said; you can’t take 
that literally, for Ye shall not surely die.” 


And when God said that women shall not be 
elders and preachers, if He did not mean what 
He said, then what did He mean? Those who 
are advocating the setting aside of God’s com- 
mand in this matter seem to say: “Oh yes, I 
know God said this thing is black, but He really 


means that it is white.” If He did not mean > 


what He said in this matter then language ceases 
to have any meaning, and when He said, for 
instance, “Thou shalt not steal,” what He really 
means is, If your neighbor has something you 
need or want, go ahead and take it. And by 
the same fallacious line of reasoning when He 
said Thou shalt not kill, He did not mean that 
- at all, but if someone crosses your path and it 


suits your purpose better, go ahead and take 


his life, for “times have changed.” 


Ah my brethren, this rejection of the plain 
teaching of God’s inspired Word in this very 
important matter is “wresting the Scriptures:” 
yea, it is more: it is “will-worship” and it is 
apostasy, and, as for me, I'll have none of it. 
And let no one say it is because we admire and 
respect womanhood less, but rather that we 
respect and honor God’s divine Word more. 
Basically and fundamentally men and women 
are the same in their relations to each other 
now as when they were created and when they 
were expelled from the Garden of Eden, or 
when the Holy Spirit gave these injunctions to 
His Church through His apostles. For the basic 
force of the injunctions is that the woman is 
“not to usurp authority over the man,” (I Tim. 
2:12). The church will set aside the plain teach- 
ings of the Sacred Scriptures in this vital matter 
at its peril. 
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It is significant that many of the most in- 
sidgous, dangerous and widespread of modern 
cults were founded by women; as_ witness 
Madame Blavatsky and Theosophy; Mary Baker 
Eddy and Christian Science so-called; Ellen 
White and Seventh-Day Adventism; Myrtle Fill- 
more and Unity; Ann Lee and Shakerism; Aimee 
Semple McPherson and the Four-Square Gospel; 
and the most persistent propagandists of Baha- 
ism, in my experience, are women. Modern 
Spiritualism or Spiritism had its origin with two 
country girls near Hydesville, N. Y., Kate and 
Margaret Fox. And women are still its chief 
sponsors and propagandists. Before me as [| 
write is a list of the Spiritist churches of ‘the 
United States, the total of which is 377. Of 
the 377 at least 240 have women pastors. There 
are probably more than this, for in many cases 
only initials are given, or the first name is of 
such a character that one cannot tell whether 
the pastor is a man or woman, as for instance, 
Deon Fry, and Orlie Black, and many others. 
So the women pastors in these churches are ap- 
proximately two-thirds of the whole number. 


It is noteworthy of the origin and atmosphere 


of women’s preaching, that the first public Con- 
ference of Women Ministers (in England), in © 


which were Anglican, Baptist and Congrega- 
tional representatives (September, 1926), met 
in the All Saints Unitarian Church, at Golders 
Green. You note that, quite appropriately, they 
did not meet in a Christian church. Before we 
close this brief dissertation we wish to quote the 


Confessions of an Ex-Woman Preacher 
| and Evangelist: 


“Let your women keep silence in_ the 
churches.”” “How I wished,” she says, “that 
those words had never been written. How I 
longed to find some old book that would give 
an interpretation that would satisfy my troubled 
soul. But there it stood, and no translations | 
could collect would change that word. I walked 
from my room to the classroom with tears run- 
ning down my face, mystified, surprised, be- 
wildered. 


“At last I knew a strong self-will and a 
reluctance to die to public speaking (I had 
been an evangelist for a number of years) were 
being assailed, through these words, by the Holy 
Ghost. I at last yielded the dearest thing in 
life, the only channel of communication to a 
lost world and the bride of Christ—a voice to 
speak His message.’’ But she yielded and light 
dawned. 


She says further: “The truth concerning 
‘silence’ and the recognition of man as her 
head is not much understood by women at the 
front in Christian work. I feel like raising a 
note of warning to such, for God will not have 
His Word lightly regarded at this point. No 
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woman is safe from Satanic hate and the subtlety | 
of the enemy when she goes unprotected, as she ~ 


always does when refusing to recognize man as 
her head. 


“As I write, one of the saddest things I recall 
is the spirit with which women have received 
this teaching, for, disobeyed, it invites demon 
possession or insanity. 
came to me saying: ‘I am afraid I shall go in- 
sane. You little know what awful things I 
am suffering.” Another showed by her spirit and 
manner the ‘blackness of darkness through 


which she was passing. No relief came to them; 


until they saw the divine order in the church 
and took their places. After that the transfor- 
mation in them was so marked that I want to 
go all over the world and tell women who eall 


themselves leaders in Christian work, in order — 


that they may be saved from awful peril, and 


no longer hinder the very cause they love. My © 
heart was made sad as I met three persons who | 


had pressed forward in other movements on 
the highest lines of truth until they came up 
to the divine order in the Church as God’s Word 
represents it. They refused it, reasoned over it, 
compared men they knew as leaders, and at the 
last interview I had with them were baffled, 
defeated, overcome, awd out of fellowship with 
God, attacked by disease, the brightness once 


seen on their faces changed to perplexity, the. 


freshness of their testimony ended, for ‘the glory 
had departed’ from their spiritual lives, and 
could never return until they had rendered the 


obedience that God says is ‘better than sacri- | 


fice!’ ”’ 


Some who would disregard the guidance of 
the Bible in this matter say that many people 
have been converted through the preaching of 
women evangelists and pastors. Lack of space 
prevents our going fully into this point here, 
but suffice it to say that this is the age-old fal- 
lacy of “Let us do evil that good may come,” 
or “The end justifies the means.’ 


People have been saved by the. seal of 
men evangelists who later confessed that they 
themselves were not even saved. It simply shows 
the power and efficacy of God’s truth; the power 
is in the Seed rather than in the sower. And 
so this argument is invalid in the face of God’s 


“Thou shalt not.” It is tantamount to saying 


“Lord, since people are converted under the 
preaching of women, you made a mistake in 
saying that they must not preach, and since 
women are faithful and capable in the work 
of the church, you made a mistake in saying 
they must not be elders, and we propose now to 
rectify your mistakes.” 


In conclusion let us open our Bibles and once 
again reverently listen as God speaks to us His 
will in this matter of women’s place in the 
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A Christian worker . 


church. We shall read Scum the American Re- 
vised Version of 1901. 


“As in all the churches of the saints, let the 


‘women keep silence in the churches: for it is 


not permitted unto them to speak; but let them 
be in subjection, as also saith the law. And 
if they would learn anything, let them ask their 
own husbands at home: for it is shameful for 
a woman to speak in the church. What? was 
it from you that the word of God went forth? 
or came it unto you alone? | 


“If any man thinketh himself to be a prophet, 
or spiritual, let him take knowledge of the things 
which I write unto you, that they are the com- 
mandments of the Lord. But if any man is 
ignorant, let him be ignorant . ... Let all things 
be done decently and in order.;— (I Corinthians 
14:33-39) . 


“I desire therefore that the men pray in 
every place, lifting up holy hands, without wrath 
and disputing. In like manner, that women 
adorn themselves in modest apparel, with 
shamefacedness and sobriety; not with braided 
hair, and gold or pearls or costly raiment; but 
(which becometh women professing godliness) 
through good works. Let a woman learn in 
quietness with all subjection. But I permit not 
a woman to teach, nor to have dominion over 
a man, but to be in quietness. For Adam was 
first formed, then Eve; and Adam was not be- 
guiled, but the woman being beguiled hath 
fallen into transgression.”—(I Tim. 2:8-15). 


“Faithful is the saying, If a man seeketh the 
office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. The 
bishop therefore must be without reproach, the 
husband of one wife, temperate, sober-minded, 
orderly, given to hospitality, apt to teach.” 
(I ‘Tim, 


Let it be noted here that the Apostle Paul 
uses the term bishop interchangeably with the 
term. elder, and he is’ not speaking of bishops 
such as some churches have today. The word 
in the Greek literally means overseer. | 


“Rebuke not an elder, but exhort him as a 
father; the younger men as brethren. (I Tim. 
5:1). 


“For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou 


shouldest set in order the things that were want- 


ing, and appoint elders in every city, as I gave 
thee charge; if any man is blameless, the hus- 
bandxof one wife, having children that believe, 
who are not accused of riot or unruly. For the 
bishop must be blameless, as God’s steward . 
(Titus 1:5-7). 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 


PAGE 11 


“4 
n 
]- 
I; 
da- 
d 
ef 
I 
re 
of 
rs. 
re 
in 
et 
ey 
he 
at 
ive 
ed 
s 
ed 
be- 
ad 
rere 
in 
Oa 
to e 
ght 
ing 
her 
the | 
lave 
No 
AL 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS.» ‘REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Church In Europe 


Background Scripture: Acts 15:36 - 18:22 
Devotionaal Reading: Acts 17:22-31 


This is Paul’s Second Missionary Journey. In the First he and Barnabas had carried the Gospel 
into Asia Minor; in this one, Paul and Silas take the Gospel into Europe. 
Paul’s intention was to visit the brethren in the cities where they had gone on their first. trip 


. and see how they were getting along. Barnabas determined to take John Mark with them but Paul, 
remembering that Mark had turned back and left them on the first journey, did not think it 


good to take him this time. The contention was 


sharp between these two friends and the result donia’”’ was saying, “Come over into Macedonia 
was that Barnabas chose Mark and sailed for and help us.” They immediately endeavored 
Cyprus, while Paul chose Silas and set out for to go into Macedonia, and loosing from Troas 

| Syria and Cilicia. It seems a pity that these came to Philippi, after passing through some 
two great men, and close friends, Paul and Bar- minor places. Philippi was a chief city of that 
nabas, should have had such a sharp disagree- part of Greece and a Roman colony. Paul al- 
ment, but God overruled it all for the advance- ways struck for strategic places, and eaually for 
ment of His work. Paul became reconciled to large cities. 


John Mark later and asked that he be brought 


to him. (See 2 Tim. 4:11.) It seems a pity 2°. The Conversion of Lydia. 
that leaders in the church cannot always “‘see 


eye to eye,’ but there have been these sharp It is noteworthy that the first convert to 
disagreements, not only in the early church, Christianity in Europe was a prominent busi- 
but when the Reformation came, and later in—_ ness woman. She became the first-fruits of that 
the days of the glorious Revival under the Wes- ious company of Christian women who have 
leys and Whitefield and others. God made good done great things for the Christian church. The 
to come out of this separation of friends, and gospel of Christ has meant more to women than 
He is able to make good come out of seemingly — to any other class of people. During the min- 
unfortunate occurrences. istry of our Lord upon earth a band of loyal, 
3 devoted women followed Him and helped all 
I. From Derbe to Troas: 16:1-8. they could. Out of Mary Magdalene He cast 
| seven demons, and it was in the home of Mary 
A very important addition was made to the and Martha of Bethany that He spent some of 
party at Derbe. A certain disciple was there His most restful hours. None of the women of 
named Timothy, his mother a Jewess, his father, that company ever betrayed, or denied, or de- 
a Greek. This young convert had a fine repu- serted Him.. They were “the last at the cross 
tation and became Paul’s “son in the faith,” to — and the first at the empty tomb.” Christ and 
whom he wrote two of his Pastoral Epistles His gospel have liberated and honored women. 
which have been of such tremendous value to Not only has that gospel done great things for 
the church, and especially to. preachers. Paul them, but women have -done marvelous deeds 
and his party went through the cities, deliver- for the cause of Christ. This. has been true all 
ing the “Decrees” of the Council at Jerusalem. down through Church History, and is true today. 
The churches were strengthened and encouraged In our own denomination the “Women of the 
and increased in number daily. The Holy Spirit Church” are making the “Men of the Church” 
forbade them going on further into Asia; and . ashamed of themselves. ‘Help those women 
when they tried to go into Bithynia again, the —_ which labored with us in the gospel,” says Paul. 
Spirit suffered them not. So they came to Troas, ~ He found them to be the best of workers in 
a city on the Aegean Sea. the kingdom of God. 
is. - | The conversion of Lydia is a very quiet con- 
II. In Philippi: 16:9-40. | version, but no one toe hint tet ink was not 
)) Pets at Trons: The “Nab of genuine. A company of godly women were ac- 


customed to gather in a prayer-meeting by a 


Macedonia.” 
riverside. Perhaps the apostle felt somewhat 
Macedonia was a province of Greece, just disappointed that there was no synagogue of 
across the Aegean Sea from Troas. The vision the Jews where he could go and begin his 
was easily understood, for the “man of Mace- preaching, and speak to the men, but he took 
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the opportunity which presented itself and spoke 
to these women. A “seller of purple,” of the 
city of Thyatira, a woman who worshipped 
God, heard his message. Her conversion is de- 
scribed in beautiful words: “whose heart the 
Lord opened.” This is a fine description of 
what takes place when we are “born again.” 
“As many as received Him, to them gave He 
power to become the sons of God, even 
to them that believe on His name.” Lydia re- 
ceived Jesus Christ into her heart as her personal 
Savior, and immediately urged the party to make 
her home their headquarters. This is what all 
of us need to do; receive Him into our hearts 
and into our homes! 


3. The Afflicted Slave Girl: 16-24. 


A damsel with a “spirit of divination” fol- 
lowed “Paul and us.” (We know that Luke 


was with the party because a the frequent use — 


of the pronouns “us” and “ She kept cry- 
ing, These men are the serastn of the Most 
High God, which show unto us the way of 
salvation. Paul was grieved with this sort of 
testimony, and said to the spirit, 1 command 
thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out 
of her. And he came out. We have instances 


in the life of our Lord where the demons cried _ 
out in similar language, We know Thee Who’ 


thou art, the Holy One ef God. Her masters, 
who had been using this girl for their own 
purposes and profit, finding ‘her no_ longer 
profitable to them - their hopes. of gain were 
gone - caught Paul and Silas and drew them 
to the market place unto the rulers, charging 
them with troubling their city by teaching cus- 
toms unlawful for Romans. This aroused the 


- multitude, and the magistrates commanded to 


beat them. After they had laid many stripes 
upon them they cast them into prison charging 
the jailor to keep them safely. He thrust them 
into the inner prison and made their: feet fast 
in the stocks. 


4. The Conversion of the Jailor: 25-34. 


There was a new noise in the prison at mid- 


night. -I-doubt if anything like it had ever 


been heard there before. Paul and Silas were 
praying and singing praises to God; “And the 
prisoners heard them.’ What a testimony! 


We have next the miracle of the earthquake 
which not only shook the foundations of the 
jail, but opened its doors and loosed the bonds 
of the prisoners. The keeper of the prison, 
awakened out of his sleep, and seeing the prison 
doors open, he drew his sword and would have 
killed himself. (He knew the rigid Roman 
law!) Paul hastened to tell him that they were 
all there. 


All of these strange happenings had a tre- 
mendous effect upon the jailor. He called for 
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a light, came trembling and fell down before 
Paul and Silas. He brought them out and said, 
Sirs, what must I do to be saved? Had he heard: 
Paul preach, or had the testimony of prayer 
and song and the miracle brought conviction 
to his soul? Of course, conviction is the work 


of the Spirit, but had the Spirit used these 


methods and occurrences? Paul gives the sim- 
ple answer, so often quoted; Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and 


thy house. 


The conversion of the Philippian jailor is 
very different from that of Lydia, or the slave 


girl. In one respect all conversions are alike; 


they all mean a turning away from sin and 
a turning to God. Some, however, may be very 
spectacular, others very calm and quiet. The 
conversion of Lydia was just as genuine as that 

of the jailor; the conversion of James and John 
and Peter, just as genuine as that of Saul of 
Tarsus, but the outward circumstances were 
very different. Let us beware of trying to make 
all conversions conform to one type. We must 
be “born again,” but this new birth comes in> 
different ways. The Spirit works like the wind; 
sometimes there is a tornado; at other times, 
a gentle breeze. 


17:1-9. 


There was a synagogue of the Jews in this 
city, and as usual, when such was the case, Paul 
went there to worship and to reason with those 
who came. He had good results at first, but 
“the Jews which believed not,’ caused trouble, 
and Paul and Silas went on to Berea. 


IV. AtiBerea: 17:10-14. 


These were “more noble” than those in Thes- 
salonica. They received the Word with all readi- 
ness of mind and searched the Scriptures daily, 
whether these things were so. Therefore many 
of them believed. An open mind and a search- 
ing of the Scriptures will cause people to be- 
lieve. ‘They had to leave because of the Jews. 


V. In Athens: 15-34. 


Paul had but little success in Athens where 
the atmosphere was full of idolatry, skepticism, 
and scoffing. It is hard to reach people like 
these. 


VI. At Corinth: 18:1-22. 


Paul stayed in this city for some eighteen 
months and founded one of his strongest 
churches. See I and II Corinthians. 


III. In Thessalonica: : 


BUY YOUR BOOKS FROM 
Book Department 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JUNE 3 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


What The Bible Says About God 


Hymn: “Great God, How Infinite Art Thou” 
Prayer 
Scripture: Isaiah 40:9-31 

Hymn: “Our God, Our Help In Ages Past" 
Offering 

Hymn: “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


(You can have audience participation in this 
program, if you will ask the young people to 
bring their Bibles and be ready to read the 
references as they are needed in the program. 
You can note all the references that are to be 
-read, jot them down on slips of paper, and 


distribute them before the -program begins. As © 


the various speakers come to the references, in 
their speeches, they can ask for them to be read 
aloud.) 


The Bible gives us no systematic definition 
of God. There is no one passage which tells 
us everything we need to know about God. On 
the other hand, the Bible has so much to say 
about God that it would be virtually impossible 
to discuss all of its teachings in a large book, 
much less in a brief program like this one. We 
do have some well known definitions of God, 
and these definitions are Biblical. One of the 
best known is found in the opening words of 
the Apostle’s Creed: “I believe in God the 
Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. . ” 
This description of God does not tell us every- 
thing about Him, but it suggests a great deal. 
These truths concerning God are not only taught 
in the Scriptures, they are amplified. The Bible 
tells us what is meant by these terms which are 
used to describe God. Our speakers will call 
attention to some of the outstanding passages 
which increase our knowledge of God. 


First SPEAKER: 

We do find one very basic definition of God 
in the Bible, and that is in the words of Jesus. 
(Read John 4:24.) All the other Scriptural 


teachings with respect to the nature of God are © 
consistent with this basic fact. God is essentially © 


spirit. From our own experience we~know that 
man is also basically spirit. This tod is con- 
sistent with Christ’s definition of God as spirit, 
because it is written that man was created in 
the likeness of God. There is a vast difference 
between God and His spiritual creatures. God 
is infinitely perfect and His creatures are not. 
(Read Isaiah 55:8,9.) Our spiritual God is 
exalted above all other beings. (Read Exodus 
15:11.) 
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SECOND SPEAKER: 


The Creed speaks of God as the Almighty, 
and this suggests to our minds those qualities 
which are possessed by God alone. In many 
places the Bible refers to God as the Almighty. 
His limitless power is spoken of by the prophets. 
(Read Jeremiah 32:17.) The Bible speaks 
often of the eternity of God, describing Him 
as “the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning 
and the end.” (Also read Psalm 90:2.) —Scrip- 
ture tells us that God is unchangeable, speaking 
of Him as “the Father of lights, with whom is 
no variableness, neither ‘shadow of turning.” 
James 1:17. 


‘THIRD SPEAKER: 


The Creed refers to God’s power when it 
speaks of His being “Maker of heaven and 
earth.” This suggests to us the wonderful works 
of God and the knowledge of Him which we 
receive as we behold His works. (Read Psalm 
19:1.) God alone has power to create from 
nothing. (Read Hebrews 11:3.) God works to 
preserve and uphold His creation. (Read Psalm 
103:19.) God’s most wonderful work of all is 
that of redeeming His lost creation. (Read 
Isaiah 62:12.) 


FOURTH SPEAKER: 


Finally the Creed suggests to us the personal 
nature of God when it calls Him “Father.” This 
means that God has a fatherly relation to His 
people,‘and that He possesses all the qualities 
of fatherhood to perfection. The Bible is unt- 


formly consistent in describing God as a person © 


rather than an impersonal force. The reference 
to Him as our Father is the richest and most 
beautiful of all these personal references. The 
personality of God is revealed most perfectly 
in Christ. (Read John 14:9.) 


In the First Epistle of John we find two other 
suggestive definitions of God which describe for 
us the essential nature of our heavenly Father. 


(Read I John 1:5 and 4:8.) Jesus said to His. " 


disciples, “If ye then, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts unto your children, how much 
more shall your Father which is in heaven give 
good things to them that ask Him?” Matthew 
7:11. Our heavenly Father gives us the best 


gifts because He is both “Light” and “Love.” 


Light is the symbol of a number of spiritual 
qualities which belong in perfection to God. 
Knowledge, wisdom, righteousness, holiness, and 
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truth are all elements which go to make up 
spiritual light. God possesses all these qualities 


in their fullness. 
145:17; and Deuteronomy 32:4.) These are 
representative passages which bear witness to 
God’s qualities of spiritual light. 


Many religions claim power, wisdom, and 
might for theim gods, but the Scriptures are 
unique and unanimous in pointing to our heav- 
enly Father as a God of love. Because of His 
love He is merciful to us. (Read Psalm 103:10, 
11 and Psalm 116:5.) | God’s mercy and love 
do not require Him to violate His sense of right. 
God the righteous judge says, “The soul that 
sinneth, it shall die.” Ezekiel 18:20. In order 
that God could be both just Himself and justi- 
fier of sinners, it was necessary that He make 
a great sacrifice. He sent His righteous Son into 
the world to die in the place of sinners. (Read 
or recite John 3:16.) That is the measure of 
God’s love, and it is surely the most wonderful 
thing the Bible has to say about God. 


Work 


Excerpts of Letter From Estelle 
and E. H. Hamilton 


_ This morning Hola and I went across a very 
high swinging bridge, and then walked a couple 
of hours along a cliffside trail. Sometimes we 
could look straight down 1000 feet. At one 
place a landslide had wiped out the trail, but 
there was a narrow ledge remaining, and we 
each clung to the side of the mountain not 
daring to look down as we went across. We 
soon came to a waterfall of wonderful beauty, 
with tiers of mountains above it. Then on, an 
hour longer, to a village, named E-shing, high 
on the side of the mountain. 


We went to this village I never knew existed 
and dedicated a church I didn’t know was being 
built. Moreover, all the afternoon we exam- 


_ Ined 22 new believers - men, women, and young 


people - and that evening we baptized them, 
and preached, and held communion. And I 
was the first missionary ever to go to that vil- 
lage. Can you beat that? (Don’t feel we were 
too hasty in baptizing them. All had believed 
at least a year, and attended services there in 
an elder’s house. And you ought to have seen 
the flame that came into their eyes when I 
asked each one, ‘Are you willing to suffer for 
Christ?”’) 


night, with a little torch, we tookj{a trail right 
down the side of the mountain to ide moun- 


Then came some more fun. At i“ o’clock at 
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(Read Colossians 2:3; Psalm | 


tain river, and the water was cold and swift. 
My clothes were tied about the neck of my 
Taiyal guide, and we held on tight to each 
other, because although it was only waist-deep 
the current was swift and the rock-bed was slip- 
pery. Once across, I took a voluntary bath there 
in the river; then we climbed to the opposite 


. road and by I1 p. m. reached Lohao, where our 


Japanese “bed” was awaiting us. And so we 
called it a day. 


These mountains of Taiwan are a wonder- 
ful missionary challenge. Some of you young 
people who can drive a jeep with a steady hand, 
cross a high swinging bridge with a steady foot, 


-- and preach the everlasting Gospel with a steady 


joy - come on out here to this glorious work 
among ‘these erstwhile “headhunters” of For- 
mosa. 


_ Our student work at “Friendship Corner” in 
Taipei is also growing wonderfully, and so is 
our English worship service there every Sunday 
morning. Recently, I baptized seven new be- 
lievers one Sunday morning. All but one had 
attended a Communicants’ Class which I held 
one night a week for six weeks. The one that 
didn’t attend the class was an American airman, 
a fine lad who turned to Christ from a life of 
sin, and now is witnessing for Him every chance 
he gets. Of the six Chinese baptized (four men 
and two women) five were members of the Leg- 
islature of Free China. 


And now this week we are starting another 
Communicants’ Class. Digging in for another 
crop! d 7 


You Can Have Part in { 


The 1956 General Assembly 


The 1956 Assembly will’ convene in Mon- 
treat, N. C., on the evening of May 31 and con- 
tinue in session until it has completed its work, 
probably through June 5. % 


Prior to this, opening May 30, there is to be 
an important pre-Assembly Conference on 
Evangelism, designed to, give instruction in the 
immediate emphases in the developing program 
of Evangelism, but primarily to create an at- 
mosphere in which God’s Spirit may work to 
rekindle the flames of evangelistic fervor in 
the men of the Assembly. 


Only a representative group of ministers and 
elders, plus a few responsible leaders from the . 
Boards and Agencies of the Assembly will 
actually attend the General Assembly. It may 
be as it once was, that these persons, because of 
the prayers of people of the Church, be so com- 
pletely under the control of God’s Holy Spirit 


that they will do things they themselves never 


knew they would do. We, of the Church, may 
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have just as large a part in that Assembly as 
we will to have, by our prayers for those who 
are there to make the decisions that will affect 
Christ’s work through us and through His 
Church for another year. If we could really see 
from God’s point of view, might we not dis- 
cover that those of us who pray—really pray— 
are more determinative in the decisions than 
those present in the Assembly. May it be, how- 
ever attained, that people remembering the 
power of prayer to r@ach the Almighty will say: 
“The men were moved by the Spirit of God” 
and of that which is done: “This is the doing 
of God.” 


Remember, every member of our great Church 
can have a part, who wills to pray. 


The Eleventh Annual Training School 


of the Synodical of North Carolina will be held 
at Peace College, Raleigh, N. C., on June 4th 
through the 9th, 1956. An excellent faculty 
will develop the general theme for the school 
of “Facing Life With Christ.” ° 


The following are members of the faculty: 


Dr. Paul Leslie Garber of Agnes Scott College, 
Decatur, Ga. 


Dr. Ben L. Rose, First Presbyterian Church, 


Wilmington, N. 
Dr. John L. Miller, Snow Hill, N. C. 
Dr. William H. McCorkle, Atlanta, Ga. . 
Mrs. C. Darby Fulton, Nashville, Tenn. 
Mrs. John W. McQueen, Birmingham, Ala. 


Besides these teachers of classes there will be 


special addresses each evening by the following: 


Dr. Fred H. Olert, Second Presbyterian 
Church, Richmond, Va. 
1 Dr. M. C. McQueen of Clinton, N. C. 
Dr. James M. Carr, Board of Church Exten- 
sion, Atlanta, Ga. 3 
Dr. James A. Jones of Union Theological 
Seminary, Richmond, Va. 


Mrs. Ralph Holt of Burlington, N. C., is the 


Director of the School and Mrs. R. A. Willis of 


Monroe, N. C., the Dean. 


The Bible in 1,092 Languages and Dialects 
BLIND GET MORE EMBOSSED SCRIPTURES 


The total number of volumes of Scriptures 
distributed throughout the years by the Ameri- 
can Bible Society is rapidly approaching the 


half-billion mark and will be passed early in ~ 


the Spring of 1957, the Society’s annual Board 
of Managers report revealed on May 10. 


The society, the most widely-supported Prot- 
estant organization in,the country, held its 140th 
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annual meeting at the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, New York City. 


Distribution of Scriptures during 1955 totaled 
14,918,353 volumes in the United States and 
abroad. This, when added to 466,231,012 dis- 
tributed since 1816, brings the 140-year total to 
481,149,365. : 


Contrasting sharply with the first year, when 


only 6,410 volumes were distributed, the past 


six years have never dipped below the ten mil- 
lion mark and have totaled more than 81 mil- 
lions by themselves. 


During 1955, parts of the Bible were trans- 
lated into languages in which it had never been 
known before. The number of languages and 
dialects into which at least one book of the 
Bible has been published is now 1,092. ‘The 
whole Bible has now been published in 207 
languages and dialects; the New Testament only, 
in 265 more, and at least one complete book of 
the Bible in 620 more. 


Among the new publications were the first 
Gospels in the Tiruray language used in the 
Philippines; in Tzutujil, used in Guatemala, 
and Chinantec, Oaxaca, Chontal, and Mezquital 
Otomi, used in Mexico. © 


Other noteworthy publications included an 
English Illustrated New Testament with nearly 
600 pictures; the first Old ‘Testament in Luvale 
(Africa) ; the first New ‘Testament in Conob 


_ THIS SIMPLE PLAN SOLVES 


A GIVING PROBLEM 


This free booklet gives the simple plan of how, 
through your gift to Church Extension, you can 
also receive a safe, generous and assured income 
for life — beginning now. Your gift purchases a 
regular annuity for you and, depending on your 
age, you may receive up to 7% per year on your 
investment. Payments are made semi-annually— 
regardless of prevailing business conditions. The 
principal later goes to the spreading of Christianity 
throughout the South. 
People of all ages with 
large or small incomes 
may enjoy this plan. 
You’ll want more details. 


WRITE TODAY FOR 
FREE BOOKLET 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BUARKL CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B Ponce deLeon Ave., N. E., Dept. A-3, Atlanta, Ga. 
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(Guatemala); a new revised Bible in Tshwa 
(Africa) , and the Bible in colloquial Japanese. 
The last, the first Bible the average man in 
Japan can read easily, effected impressive new 
interest in Scriptures and resulted in distribu- 
tion of 1,872,313 volumes, more than a half- 
million ahead of 1955. The new Bible won the 
literary prize for the best book of the year. 


The Society also participated in revisions of 
translations of the whole Bible in Spanish, Por- 
tuguese, Arabic, modern Armenian, Bulu, Luba- 
Lulua, Thai, Hiligaynon, Cebuan, Bicol and 
Tagalog. | 


Special attention was given to the needs of 
the blind in this country and other parts of 
the world. The 53,371 volumes and ‘Talking 
Book records brought the all-time total past the 
half-million mark to 533,653. The embossed 
Scriptures have now been supplied in 41 lan- 
guages and systems to finger-tip readers. 

Other highlights from the report include: 


The Society supplied nearly 150 tons of paper 
for Scripture printing in Eastern Europe. 


Chaplains of the Armed Forces and the Vet- 
erans Administration received 1,397,100 volumes 
of Scriptures in response to specific requests. 


Scripture circulation in Latin America again 
broke all previous records - with 3,540,770 vol- 
umes distributed during 1955 - and once more 
demand exceeded supply. 


The Society adopted a budget of $2,899,000 
for 1956, the largest in its history, to meet in- 
creasing needs for Scriptures. ; 


News 


Additional Overtures to General Assembly 


(40) The Presbytery of Louisville respectfully 


overtures the General Assembly as follows: 7 


WHEREAS, there are inadequacies in the Di- 
rectory for Worship of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. and the Book of Common Worship of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., such as: 2 


_1. The exclusive use of the King James transla- 
tion of the Bible in its materials; 


2. The antique, difficult-to-understand language 
used in the suggested prayers; 


3. The failure to be realistic in orders of service 
as to time and volume of content; 


_ 4, The lack of notice of the importance of music 
in worship, specifically, failure to include sugges- 
tions for wedding and funeral music; 


5. The absence of good installation services for 
use in the Sunday school, with Youth groups and 
Women’s groups; | 
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6. The exclusion of suggested services to be 
used by laymen who conduct public worship; 


WHEREAS, the Presbyterian Churches, in the 
past year, have produced a joint hymnal ‘of note 
and good taste to overcome these same types of 
handicaps in Presbyterian hymn books; 


WHEREAS, the leaders of worship in all 
branches of Presbyterianism would find much value 
in a joint Book of Worship, such as: 


1. A unifying result in the modes of worship 
in the three Churches; 


2. An instrument for the exchange of worship 


ideas of the three Churches; 


WHEREAS, worshippers in the congregations of 
the three Churches would profit in like manner, and 
would find the services more meaningful; 


NOW, THEREFORE, the Presbytery of Louis- 
ville respectfully overtures the General Assembly 
to take immediate steps to inaugurate the begin- 
ning of a joint Book of Worship with the Presby- 
ee U.S.A. and the United Presbyterian 

urch. 


(41) The Presbytery of Louisville respect- 
fully overtures the General Assembly as follows: 


WHEREAS, the Board of. Christian Education | 
does not have funds available for capital invest- 
ment in local book stores in Louisville, Kentucky, 
or other areas throughout the Church, and 


WHEREAS, the Board of Christian Education 
has declined to make Vacation Church School ma- 
— available through existing local book stores, 
an 


WHEREAS, materials of all of our other 
Boards of the Church are available through local 
book stores, and 


WHEREAS, there is a notable reluctance on the | 
part of individual churches to order Vacation 
Church School material from the Board in Rich- 
mond, Virginia, and 


WHEREAS, it appears that some of our churches 
are obtaining material for their Vacation Church > 
School from other sources, which material is Pres- 
byterian, and otherwise, and 


WHEREAS, local book stores offer discounts 
on books to church libraries and ministers that 
the Board of Christian Education in Richmond does 
not allow, and 


WHEREAS, Presbytery of Louisville is deeply 
concerned lest the present policy of the Board 
result in increased reluctance of individual churches 
to avail themselves of Vacation Church School 
material through the Board of Christian Education, 


NOW, THEREFORE, the Presbytery of Louis- 
ville respectfully overtures the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. to direct the 
Board of Christian Education to _ reinstate its 
former policy of making material and supplies 
available through local religious book stores. 


(42) WHEREAS, the total of 921 children 
in our Church memorizing the Shorter or Child’s 
Catechism last year is far short of the 4,059 in 
1922, when our Church membership was 411,854 
as compared with 780,853 in 1954, and 


WHEREAS, this is a decrease exceeding 75%, 
while membership has increased nearly 100%, in- 
dicating marked decline in catechetical instruction, 


and 
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WHEREAS, recent growth has brought to our 
Church many fine people of different religious 


backgrounds, numbers of whom are interested in™ 


learning more about our Reformed doctrine, and 


WHEREAS, our Book of Church Order, section 
345, states that “the Bible, together with the 
Catechisms, shall be the chief textbooks of the 
Church School, the center of every course of in- 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Presbytery of Central 
Mississippi respectfully overtures the General As- 
sembly as follows: 


(1) To instruct the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion: 


a. To make an early and thorough study of this 
problem; 


b. To promote an effective program looking to 
greater emphasis and increased use of the Cate- 
chisms in the homes and Church schools of our 
Assembly; 


ce. To commend presbyteries and churches with 
records worthy of special mention in this im- 
portant matter; 


d. To include a special report on progress in the - 
Annual Report to the General Assembly each | 


year. 


(2) To instruct the General Council to supply 
full support to the Board of Christian Education 
in this important matter. 


Covance 43 is identical with 32 (in Blue Book) 
except for name of seminary — in 4th line of first 
‘“‘whereas’’. 


(43) The Presbytery of Louisville respectfully 
overtures the General Assembly meeting in Mon- 
treat, N. C., on May 31, 1956, as follows: 


WHEREAS: The original records and early pub- 
lications of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 
are now to be found not only in recognized de- 
positories (such as the. Historical Foundation‘ in 
Montreat and the Library of Union Theological 
Seminary) but also in state archives, college and 
university libraries, and individually owned collec- 
tions scattered over a wide area of the United 
States, so that these historical materials are no- 
where available in a single center; and | 


WHEREAS: It is to be hoped that these ma- 
terials would be sent to the Historical Foundation 
if authentic copies were available to these archives, 
libraries, and individuals; and 


WHEREAS: Some of these materials exist in 
only one or two known copies, many of which are 
in such condition as to suffer from handling; which 
handling would be eliminated if microfilm copies 
were available; and 


WHEREAS: Those records that are in private 
hands are frequently irrecoverably lost by fire 
or other destruction; and | 


WHEREAS: These documents ought to be re- 


produced and made available to church courts, | 


officials, and agencies in their work; to seminary 
faculties and students that our Presbyterian heri- 
tage might be better known and appreciated; and 
to historians and research workers who wish access 
to these hitherto inaccessible records for use in 
their historical studies; and 


WHEREAS: Equipment for photographic repro- 
duction is now obtainable that would make au- 
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thentic copies of these priceless documents and 
records from our past, these photographic copies 
then being made available at strategic centers; and 


WHEREAS: The Historical Foundation of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States is the 
agency of the General Assembly designated to 
assemble and house a complete collection of the 
official documents and publications of the Presby- 
terian Church; and 


WHEREAS: Few of our Presbyterian institu- 
tions or church courts are able to have photo- 
graphic reproductions of materials made at eco- 
nomical prices, but must rely upon expensive com- 
mercial photography for necessary duplication of 
materials; and 


WHEREAS: The Library Section of the Presby- 
terian Educational Association of the South, com- 
posed of librarians of all Presbyterian seminaries 
and colleges of our denomination, has unanimously 
agreed to recommend this project to our church 
courts; 


NOW, THEREFORE, The Presbytery of Louis- 
ville overtures the General Assembly to appropriate 
$25,000 to establish a photographic Reproduction 
Center at the Historical Foundation. Of this 
amount up to $10,000 shall be used for the pur- 
chase of equipment and supplies, and up to $5,000 
per year shall be available for three years to pro- 
vide adequate personnel to initiate the project. 


Done by the Presbytery of Louisville 
meeting at Shelbyville, Kentucky 
on April 24, 1956 
Edwin N. Rock, Stated Clerk 


(44) The Presbytery of Suwannee humbly 
overtures that the General Assembly request all 
of its Boards, institutions, and recommend to all 
of its associated institutions, to allow at least 25% 
of their endowments, to be invested in church 
loans, for construction purposes. It is understood 
these loans are to be placed only on the strictest 
business principles. 


(45) The Presbytery of The Everglades over- 
tures the General Assembly, through the Office of 
the Stated Clerk, to restore the salary listings of 
ordained ministers in the Assembly Minutes. 


(46) In view of the financial saving that might 
result if all Boards and Agencies of the General 
Assembly were located in one central place, the 
Presbytery of Lexington-Ebenezer respectfully 
overtures the General Assembly to appoint an Ad 
Interim Committee representing each Synod to 
make a thorough study of locating all of its Boards 
and Agencies in one place and report its findings 
and recommendations to the 1957 General Assem- 
bly. 


(47) The Presbytery of East Alabama respect- 
fully overtures the General Assembly as follows: 


Whereas, a great number of churches across our 
General Assembly use the Uniform Lesson Series, 
and 


Whereas, the Uniform Lesson Series does not 
provide guidance or material for Second Sessions, 
and 


Whereas, the only literature available from our | 


Board of Christian Education for those churches 
using Uniform Lessons is made up of three books, 
all copies from another denomination press, and 
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Whereas, our churches to meet evident needs 
are in increasing numbers organizing our Juniors 
into vesper and fellowship groups, and 


Whereas, our sister denominations have organ- 
ized Junior Fellowships or their counterparts, pub- 
lished literature to guide them, and achieved an 
acceptable degree of success with this age group- 
ing, and 


Whereas, many presbyteries of the General As- 


sembly are launching programs of Junior Camps, | 


similar to our present programs for Pioneers and 
Seniors: 


Therefore, the Presbytery of East Alabama re- 
spectfully overtures the General Assembly to re- 
quest the Board of Christian Education to re- 
evaluate its position on Junior Vesper Groups, and 
that the Board, to aid churches in setting up such 
groups, publish appropriate literature which will 
enable our churches to enlist those children who 
are so eager to be led into paths of service. 


THE GENERAL FUND AND 
INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 


Statement of Receipts 
January 15 - April 30, 1956 


The General Fund Agencies 
Budget for 1956 $846,581.00 


Received from January 15th through 


‘ 


April 30, 1956 117,231.74 
Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 13.85 
Balance needed for the year 729,349.26 
Interchurch Agencies 
Budget for 1956 $21,495.00 


Received from January 15th through 


April 30, 1956 _ 3,753.82 
Percentage of annual budget | 

received to date 17.46 
Balance needed for the year 17,741.18 


E. C. Scott, Treasurer 


The Presbyterian Church, U.S. has eight ain. 
bers on the Board of Managers of United Church 
Women attending the annual session of the Board 


in Colorado Springs, Colorado, April 24-26. A. 


total of 140 women from 40 states were present 
for the meeting. 


The Presbyterian, U. S., women members of 


the Board of Managers who attended were: Mrs. 
Leighton M. McCutchen, Atlanta, Ga.; Mrs. F. R. 
Crawford, Farmville, Va.; Mrs. A. R. Craig, Ruth- 
erfordton, N. C.; . John T. McCall, Nashville, 
Tenn.;. Mrs. J. P. alker, Murfreesboro, Tenn.; 
Mrs. R. G. Martin, Pensacola, Fla.; Mrs. Chris 
Matheson, Gainesville, Fla.; and Mrs. Paul B. 
Thomas, Baltimore, Md. 


These were selected either by the United 
Church Women’s Assembly-at-large, by their re- 
spective State Council of Church Women, by the 
Board of Women’s Work in Atlanta, or by the 
Board of United Church Women. 
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DR. GUTZKE HONORED 


Atlanta — Dr. Manford Gutzke, professor 
of English Bible and Religious Education at Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary, and widely known 
for his unusual Bible study courses conducted each 
Monday evening at Atlanta’s North Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church, was honored Tuesday, May 15, 
with a reception at the Presbyterian Book Store 
in Atlanta. 


Occasion of the reception in honor of the Deca- 
tur professor is the publication of his first major 
work, “John Dewey’s Thought and Its Implications 
for Christian Education.”’ The book is the result 
of doctoral study and dissertation, and it examines 
many of the techniques and philosophies of educa- 
tion as advocated by John Dewey, in their applica- 
= = the educational efforts of the Christian 

urch. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF LOUISVILLE SEMINARY PASSED 
RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATION 
TO DR. FRANK H. CALDWELL 


We, the members of the Board of Directors, 
want to congratulate you, Frank H. Caldwell, on 
this anniversary of twenty years as president of 
Louisville Seminary. You have led the Seminary 
through some dark hours into prominence and ex- 
cellence in service to the Church. As a dedicated 
leader, you have done the Seminary and the Church 
much good. As a Christian man, you have been 
good for all of us who serve with you. We rejoice 
in your leadership in this Board, in the Seminary 
faculty, and in the Church at large. 


As a token of our appreciation in this anniversary 
year, we want to tell you that we are planning 
to designate some fitting portion of the new campus 


in your honor. 


May God richly bless you in your labors in this 
joyous and crucial time in the life of the Seminary. 


LOUISIANA 
Red River Presbytery — Belcher Presbyterian 
Church, Belcher, Louisiana: 


Presbytery was convened and Moderator’s Ser- 
mon was preached by Elder J. H. Nelson “Hear 
What The Spirit Saith To The Churches.”’ 29 Min- 
isters and 32 Elders enrolled with 10 guests. 


Moderator Wm. E. Giddens, Jr., of St. Joseph 
and Waterproof Churches was elected Moderator. 
James W. Anderson, Benton, Temporary Clerk. 


Memorial to Dr. W. A. Alexander was read, 
prayer offered; Tom Duncan. 


Fall Meeting September 11, 1956; 9:30 A. M. 


Highlights 250th Anniversary of First Presbytery 


in America; 100th of Trinity Church Jonesville 
where meeting will be held. 


Presbytery Enters Travel Pool to send Stated 
Clerk to Clerk’s Association, Montreat, N. C., 
August 16-17. 


Haynesville Presbyterian Church U.S.A. at the 
request of their Elder W. D. Martin, with proper 
release from New Orleans Presbytery U.S.A.; was 
received into Red River Presbytery at the recom- 
mendation of the Church Extension Committee. 


Candidates Dismissed: William Mitchell to 
Durant Presbytery to Broken Bow, Okla.; Robert 
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to East Arkansas Presbytery, Searcy, 
rk. 


Commissions for Installations of Rev. John M. 
Wilson at the John Knox Church and Rev. Paul 
Currie, Trinity Presbyterian Church, Jonesville, 
La., were commended and dismissed, reports 
adopted. 


Commissions to General Assembly 1956 were 
awarded by Clerk. 


Committee on Meetings of Presbytery (Ad In- 


terim) report adopted. Winter meeting second 
Tuesday February; Spring meeting second Tues- 
day May; Fall meeting second Tuesday September. 
“All to begin 9:30 A. M. (3 one day meetings in- 
stead of two one-day and one two-day meetings.) 


Nominations: Moderator-Designate Rev. Leon- 
ard R. Swinney; Trustees all re-elected except 
J. W. Head - replaced by R. G. Lawton, Jr., 
W. O. C. Section of Evangelism and Outreach 
— of P. to aid in 1957 Evangelism 
plans. 


Stated Clerk Rev. W. R. Gage, Box 302 Winn- 
field urged Church Treasurers to pay Presbyterial 
7 Also set up committee to revise Standing 

ules. 


Davidson — Five recent graduates of Davidson 
College have won graduate scholarships and fel- 
lowships for the 1956-57 academic year. 


They are William V. Porter, Jr., of Charlotte, 
a 1954 graduate; L. M. DeVane, Jr., of Jennings, 
Fla., 1954; 1st Lt? Norman M. Johnson of Rocky 
Mount, 1954; John Y. Fenton of Rolling Fork, 
uae” 1955; and Thomas A. Langford of Charlotte, 
1951. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Davidson — Dr. George E. Staples, pastor 
of the Highland Presbyterian church of Winston- 
Salem, will join the Davidson College staff in 
August as Minister to Students. 


The announcement of Dr. Staples appointment 
was made by Dr. John R. Cunningham, president 
of Davidson. 


“We welcome Dr. Staples to the college,” said 
Dr. Cunningham. “His appointment is in keeping 
with an effort to add to the staff a person with 
overall responsibility for’ the religious life an 
activities of the campus. 3 


“Our personnel committee and the Board of 
Directors of the Y. M. C. A. believe Dr. Staples 
to be extremely fitted for this responsible task 
at Davidson. We are fortunate to obtain the serv- 
ices of a man of his experience and ability.” 


Dr. Staples, a native of San Antonio, Texas, has 
served the Highland church since it was formed 
in 1950. Under his leadership the church has grown 
to a membership of approximately 500, and last 
June dedicated a new physical plant designed by 
architect Harold E. Wagoner of Philadelphia. 


OKLAHOMA 


Oklahoma City — More than 150 men attended 
the Spring Rally of Mangum Presbytery of the 
Oklahoma Synod at the Central Presbyterian 
Church at Oklahoma City April 21. Dr. C. Ralston 
Smith of the First Presbyterian Church of Okla- 
homa City was principal speaker. C. A. Tackett, 
president of the Synod, reported on plans for the 
Summer Conference. The men were welcomed by 
J. E. Clary, Presbytery president. Earnest Nunley 
reported that the men were reminded of the 1957 
Miami convention. 
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Seven Years Perfect Attendance 


Cato Holler, Jr., son of Mr. & Mrs. Cato Hol- 
ler, of Marion, N. C., was recently awarded 
a 7-year pin for perfect attendance at Sunday 
School in the First Presbyterian Church of 


Marion. His mother was also presented with a 


similar award. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
Iva — Presbyterian chairmen for the pro- 
motion of the Miami convention were announced 
by E. W. Evans, of Iva, Synod chairman. The 


Presbytery chairmen were: Bethel, George H. 


Estes, York; Charleston, W. R. Baidwin, Orange- 
burg; Congaree, Lawrence C. Newton, West Co- 
lumbia; Enoree, Harold Thompson, Greenville; 
Harmony, Irwin McIntosh, Kingstree; Pee Dee, not 
yet appointed; Piedmont, Holmes Simons, Ander- 
son; South Carolina, Roy A. Smith, Donalds, S. C. 


Rev. W. Ted Jones, Columbia, was named sec- 
retary of the Synod convention committee, and 
Rev. Robert L. Alexander, Greenwood, advisor. 


Clinton — Two outstanding Presbyterian leaders 
will speak at the 75th commencement exercises of 
Presbyterian College on June 3-4, President Mar- 
shall W. Brown, announced today. 


They are the Rev. Robert Strong, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Augusta, Ga.; and 
the Rev. Marshall C. Dendy, executive-secretary of 
the Board of Christian Education of the Presby- 


terian Church, U.S. 


Dr. Strong will preach the baccalaureate sermon 
on Sunday morning, June 3. Dr. Dendy is sched- 
uled to deliver the -commencement address on the 
morning of June 4. 


UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Union Theological Seminary will graduate forty- 
two members of the Senior class at the Commence- 
ment exercises Tuesday, May 22, at 11:30 A. M. 
in Schauffler Hall. In addition to the graduating 
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seniors, eleven men will receive the Master of 
Theology, and five men will receive the Doctor 
of Theology. 


The speaker for the Commencement exercise 
will be the Rev. Harry M. Moffett, D. D., member 
of the Board of Trustees of the Seminary and 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Gastonia, 
North Carolina. 


The Baccalaureate sermon, “God is Love,” will 
be preached at 11 A.M. on Sunday, May 20, in 
Schauffler Hall, by the Rev. William Taliaferro 
Thompson, D. D., Professor of Christian Education 
and Dean of Instruction, Union Theological Sem- 
inary, Richmond, Virginia. | 


‘CLIFF COLEMAN 


Richmond — Cliff Coleman, Presbyterian 
lay leader of Memphis, Tenn., has been named 
director of officer training for the Board of Chris- 
tian Education of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
and took up his duties May 15. 


Appointment of the new staff member was an- 
nonced here by Dr. Marshall C. Dendy, executive 
secretary of the board, and Dr. S. J. Patterson, 
Jr., secretary of the division of men’s work, which 
directs training of officers throughout the church. 


_Coleman is serving as secretary of budget and 
finance on the church’s Assembly Men’s council, 
an organization of lay leaders covering 16 South- 
ern States. 


In his new position Coleman will be responsible 
for promoting and assisting with training of church 
leaders at both the local and area levels through 


training sessions, discussion groups and other - 


methods. 


Coleman’s appointment fills the post left vacant 
last Fall by the death of Dr. Leroy P. Burney 
of Mooresville, N. C., who was on the board staff 
for five years. 
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“THE GOSPEL OF THE SPIRIT.” Samuel 
Eyles Pierce. William B. Eerdmans. $1.50. 3 


More than 100 years ago this treatise was pub- 


lished in England. It received-a hearty reception 


when first produced and was called “an epitome 
if not the masterpiece of all the author’s writings.” 
The first part of the’ book compresses valuable 
material on “The Person and Office of the Holy 


Spirit.” The second part presents the entire work 


of the Spirit of grace upon the persons of the 
redeemed from their regeneration to their glori- 
fication both in body and in soul. The author 
states, “The Holy Ghost: has His influence and 
puts forth His divine energy in everything which 
concerns the people of God from their regenera- 
He is the Chris- 
tian’s most divine Comforter in the hour of death. 
He sanctifies their last moments with His presence 
and everlasting consolations. He admits them into 
the state of glory and therefore puts forth the 
influence and glory of His indwelling in their 
souls and fills them with all the fullness of God. 
He leads the soul into glory and to fellowship 


- with the God-man, so that the elect are as truly 


dependent on the Holy Spirit for all the enjoy- 
ment of the Father’s love and the blessings of 
glory as they were in a time-state for all the 
blessings of grace and salvation. He indwells in 
their souls’ and will throughout eternity. He will 
fill the Christians and all the faculties of their 


souls with increasing knowledge and enjoyment 


and communion of all the blessings of the Father’s 
love and the glories of Christ which are essential, 
personal, relative, and mediatorial.”’ 


There is a devotional tone in this entire volume 
that will be difficult to ever surpass. To the Chris- 
tian who wants to know more about the Holy 
Spirit and how to live the Christian life more 
effectively here is a volume that we unhesitatingly 
commend. J.R.R. 


“KNIGHT’S MASTERBOOK OF ILLUSTRA- 
TIONS.” Walter B. Knight. William B. Eerd- 
mans. $6.95. 


Sometime ago Dr. Knight published a volume 


called, “Three Thousand Illustrations for Christian 


Service.” It has been used widely. This volume 
is in no way a duplicate of the former volume. 
Rather it is a companion volume. The power of 
illustrations and anecdotes is known to all. The 
author has again arranged the contents into a 
convenient alphabetical system. Here are illustra- 
tions presented from a great number of famous 
speakers, preachers, magazines, books and ser- 
mons. In fact, the coverage is so wide that 
no one man could hope to cover the same area 
unless he spent as the author has many years at 
the task. Much of the material is original and 
therefore unpublished. It is fresh and up-to-date. 
The illustrations number more than four thousand. 
This volume. will be helpful to Christian workers 
and Sunday School teachers or in the pulpit. 


“THE APOSTOLIC PREACHING OF THE. 
CROSS.” Leon Morris. Wm. B. Eerdmans. $3.50. 


This volume is an effort to understand what 
exactly was in the apostles’ minds when they used 
such words as “redeem, covenant, propitiate, rec- 
oncile, and justify.” Mr. Morris studies these 
great themes against the background of the re- 
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lated Old Testament passages, for here we have 
one of the major influences on the thinking of 
our New Testament writers. Having completed 
this initial consideration of the background ma- 
terial, the author then goes on to examine these 
great doctrinal words in their own New Testa- 
ment setting. The result is a most rewarding 
study of one of Scripture’s major themes. 


“CALVIN’S DOCTRINE OF LAST THINGS.” 
Heinrich Quistorp. John Knox Press. $3.00. 


Sensible theologians are again listening to the 
voice of John Calvin. His theology is exegetical 
and expository as well as systematic. Many books 
have been written on Calvin’s theology but few 
have ever stopped to consider his teachings con- 
cerning eschatology. Dr. T. F. Torrance of Edin- 
burg explains in his introduction that Calvin’s main 
teaching concerning eschatology can be formulated 
by saying that eschatology is the application of 
Christology to the work of the Church in history. 
It is the understanding of the Church in all crea- 
tion - in terms of the reign of Christ. Calvin’s 
teaching here pivots upon the doctrine of union 
with Christ. Because we are united to Christ and 
participate in His risen humanity, eschatology is 
essential to our faith. 


Although the Reformers were primarily con- 
cerned with the matter of justification, neverthe- 
less Luther and Calvin both treated the last things 
from time to time as relevant points in their Scrip- 
tural exegesis and preaching. Both Luther and Cal- 
vin had a strong expectation of the return of 


Christ. Both believed that the hour of death be- . 


comes decisive for our eternal future. Both Re- 
formers held to a two-fold issue—either acceptance 
to an eternity of bliss or rejection to eternal 
damnation. 


In this volume we see how Calvin endeavored 
in his eschatology as in his whole teaching and 
preaching to bring out the witness of the Bible— 
the witness that Christ is the central truth of the 
Word of God. The author shows, however, that 
Calvin did not deal with certain aspects of eschatol- 


ogy and today the church will be wise in filling 


in the gaps. 


He concludes this volume by saying, “In the 
confusions and distresses of the present the Church 
of Jesus Christ needs clear teaching and persuasive 
preaching about the coming of its King and His 
Kingdom which is alone eternal so that it may 
give out its message as a herald to a slumbering 
or mad world whether it be for salvation or for 


judgment. The Church which lives by this confes- | 


sion may in the woes of our time joyfully look 


upward to its coming Saviour and mid every in- 


creasing oppression, pray to Him with growing long- 
ing as Calvin did, and indeed still more fervently 
than did he; ‘quosque Domine?’ ”’ 


The author has rendered a fine service in pre- 
senting this clear and carefully documented state- 
ment concerning Calvin’s teaching in regard to 
the last things. Here we see that the Reformed 
Faith is a theology that deals with all of life here 
and that which is to come. J.R.R. 


“THE TEACHING OF THE EPISTLE TO THE 
HEBREWS.” Geerhardus Vos. Eerdmans. $2.00. 


This volume presents Dr. Vos’s lectures on the 
teaching of the Epistle to the Hebrews. From time 
to time they appeared in mimeographed form. 
Sometime ago they were issued in duplicated form 
by the Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Episcopal Church in Philadelphia. His son, Rev. 
Johannes Vos, has edited the material throughout 
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and made the work more readable although in 
no way has he changed the author’s thought-con- 
tent. All Christians who desire to know more of 
the priesthood of Christ and the superiority of the 
New Covenant and the better sacrifice of Christ 
= read what Dr. Vos has to say on these 
themes. 


THE VIRGIN MARY. Giovanni Miegge. West- 
minster Press. $3.50. 


Professor Miegge’s book is a scholarly and dis- 
cerning study of the Marian Issue. With fine his- 
torical perspective and true theological balance 
and without any taint of bigotry, he recounts what 
has happened in the Roman Catholic Church in 
respect to the status and functions of the Virgin 
Mary. He focuses with great intelligence the bear- 
ing of this development upon the unique and abid- 
ing significance of Christ and the faith which 
He founded and upon Christ’s relevance to man 
and civilization in the world of our time. The 
author presents a clear exposition of Mariology, 
discussing thoroughly the main principles from 
which the doctrine has developed. He shows that 
the Gospel clearly presents’ Mary with no other 
position than that of the Mother of Jesus. Although 
the Virgin is deserving of the highest honor for 
her role in the birth of Christ, she was not a 
glorified creature but a lowly maiden from Judah. 


From his study of Roman Catholicism, the 
author concludes, “In Catholicism there are en- 
trusted more and more completely to the cult of 
the Virgin Mary those Christian values of human- 
ity, compassion, inner aspiration of which it still 
feels itself to be the trustee. Of course, Christ 
will not be forgotten but the real diffusive and 
persuasive force, the real religious fascination, the 
real function of effectively focusing the faith and 
love and devotion of the masses, will be exercised 
entirely by the Virgin Mary.” As a result of this 
the author affirms, “On that day it will be said 
that within Catholicism Christianity hath given up 
the field to a different religion.’”’ The author who 
is professor of Church History in the Waldensian 
Faculty of Theology in Rome speaks from first- 
— knowledge. The book is worthy of careful 
study. 


“HOLY FIELDS.” J. Howard Kitchen. William 
B. Eerdmans. $3.50. 


This is an introduction to the historical geog- 
raphy of the Holy Land. It is a book for the gen- 
eral reader as well as for the student. The author 
is a member of the faculty of Melbourn Bible 
Institute and a competent student of the historical 


| geography of the Bible. The ten maps included 


in the book have been especially drawn to illustrate 
those features which the reader will find of chief 
importance and of the greatest use to him. The 
information provided in this volume will help to 
make the Bible story live against the background 
of its history. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Educational excellence. Member Southern As- 
sociation College and Secondary Schools En- 
dowed. Christian emphasis. A.A. and AS. 
degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. 
Personal attention. Scientific tests. Athletics. 
Two-year business course. Preparatory depart- 
ment with llth, 12th grades. Veterans. Mod- 
erate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Summer School 
begins June 9, 1956. 

PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 

Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 
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AWARDS FOR NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS 


to the 


Southern Presbyterian Journal 


We want many New Subscribers. You can use these fine books. For every NEW 
Subscription sent us before June 1, 1956 you may select and receive from us 


Free and Postpaid one of the books listed below. 


The Basis of Millennial Faith $2.00 
By Floyd E. Hamilton 


Why 1000 Years? | $2.50 


By Wm. Masselink 


Crucial Questions About 


The Kingdom of God $3.00 
By George E. Ladd 


John Calvin: Expository Preacher __$2.50 
By Leroy Nixon 


The Trial of Jesus Christ $2.00 
By Frank J. Powell 3 

Supreme Authority $2.00 
By Norvel Geldenhuys 

The Gospel of The Spirit $1.50 
By Samuel Eyles Pierce 

Studies in Theology $3.50 


By Loraine Boettner 


The Reformed Doctrine 
of Justification $3.00 
By Boehl 


_ The Reformed Doctrine of Adoption __ $2. 50 


By R. A. Webb 


? Does God Answer Prayer 
: By Louise Harrison McCraw 


By Samuel G. Craig 
Who Say Ye That I Am 


Christianity Rightly So Called ___ $2.00 


$2.50 


By Wm. Childs Robinson 
Christ the Bread of Life 


$2.50 


By Wm. Childs Robinson 


Christ—The Hope of Glory 
By Wm. Childs Robinson 


Knowing The Scriptures 


By A. T. Pierson 
Lord of Glory 


By B. B. Warfield 
The Plan of Salvation 


By B. B. Warfield 
Progress of Doctrine 


By Thomas Dehany Bernard 


God Transcendent and 
Other Sermons 


$2.50 


By Gresham Machen 


Christianity and Existentialism ___ $3.00 


The Faith of Christendom $3.00 | By J. M. Spier 

By Vander Meulen | : _ The Lord From Heaven $1.50 
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